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Report from Home Visits  

 

It is in the beginning of April, days are still warm and now and then we have summer rain. 

We are walking on the hills at Shabalala 

village, Mama Numsa, Mama Nomvula and I. 

Our mission is to visit homes where our 

orphans and vulnerable children live. The staff 

on the OVC program visits the children’s home 

and the school regularly. I have the privilege 

to take part of the mission today. We are 

walking on a steep road of bad quality from 

the rain. However, not worse than other roads 

in Shabalala.  

Shabalala is a trust area. The trust is owner of 

the land and the property owner pays a small annual rental fee for the stand. The fee is 

not enough to cover any services as roads, streetlights etc 

 

The poverty is palpable. Huge unemployment, HIV prevalence at about 35% . Most people 

live far below the poverty line defined by the world bank and UN – which is less than 2 

USD per person a day.  

The water distribution in the area is sparse. 

Nobody has water inside the house. The 

lucky ones have water on the yard. Other 

have to walk distances to get water. And 

further, there is water in the pipes only one 

or two days per week. Those who can 

afford it, buy a tank to store water for the 

whole week. I see no water tanks here. And 

surely our beneficiaries can only dream of a 

water tank. 

 

Here is no sewers infrastructure. Most houses have latrine toilets – but not all. Those 

household without toilet have to rely on neighbours or have to relive them self in the 

bush.  

Many who owns a toilet cannot afford to buy necessary chemicals and quite a few have to 

relive them self in the bush. I feel a slight odour of faeces and urine.  

In the evenings and early winter mornings it is very dark here as here is no street lights. 

Someone said to me “Imagine a runny stomach and you have to run 100 m to the toilet in 

absolutely darkness” 
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We are heading to the first family.  

The house is a bit isolated from others with 

only a small steep track leading up to the 

house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here lives a job less father with two 

daughters (nine and eleven years). The 

mother is deceased. No one is at home and 

we assume that the children are at school. 

The home consist of one room with no 

window were the whole family sleep. I see no 

water tap on the yard and the toilet is 

destroyed years ago. There is another 

building without roof but cannot be used as 

there are no money to buy a corrugated iron 

sheet. 

 

There is an electric cable entering in to the house. But no 

water pipe on the yard and evidently no toilet.  

 

The yard is untidy and sadly I see plenty of empty beer 

bottles in a plastic barrel.  

 

The only income in the household is the child grant, which 

is 2 X 410 Rand per month.  

 

Both girls go to Hosanna daily. 

 

 

 

 

It is time for us to leave and we go the next home  

which, is occupied by a lonely job less mother and her daughter. The daughter has no birth 

certificate therefore, she cannot enrol to the school and not is entitled to child grant. Two 

other children are taken care of by the woman as they have no family who can support 

them. All three children go to Hosanna. 

The family’s only income comes from the child grants 
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The house which they live in has two rooms. The yard is tidy and well maintained, and I 

can see a small vegetable garden with maize. As the yard is big it might be possible to 

grow more vegetables at least in the summer months when the rain is affluent. 

 

Electricity is connected to the building. A small amount of electricity is free of charge, 

enough to keep a few lamps a light.  

 

Back of the house                                               Front of the house 

  
 
 

The next visit is in a child headed home. 

Five children live alone in two rooms. The mother has more or less abandoned the children. She is 

a farm worker and lives on a farm 30 Kilometres away with her boyfriend. She comes “home” to 

her children once every three months. The grand mother lives a few hundred meters down the 

hill. However, she also has other children to look after and her capacity is limited.  

 

The oldest family member is 20 years old but is not well, mentally or physically. Hosanna OVC 

project gives him job as gardener for a stipend of 500 Rand per months. 

Sadly, none of the children went to the school the day we came. Various excuses were presented 

to us. 

One of the children are under treatment from HIV.  

 

As can be seen, the house is of good standard. Plastered walls and tiles on the roof, which is very 

uncommon in this area. But unfortunately, there is no water and no toilet on the yard.  

   

 

 

 Kitchen area 

 

 

 

 

 

It is deeply sad to see a child headed home in deep poverty. But despite the situation the children 

are, thanks to Hosanna, taken care of. Mama Numsa and Mama Nomvula have god contact and a 

respectful relation to the children. 
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We leave the children and go down the hill to the fourth family. 

We are welcomed by a woman who radiates a 

proud and educated charisma. She speaks 

English.  

 

The woman proudly show us the families assets 

– five  goats, one pig and a vegetable garden. 

On the yard I see both water, a latrine toilet and 

access to electricity. 

 

Nine people live here, which of six are adults and 

three are children. All are unemployed; hence 

nine people have to live by the grant from the three children and from what they can get from the 

small holding and other initiatives. 

The father has got temporary jobs in the Hosanna Job Creating project (IDT projects) 

Surely the family is very poor.  

 

The main building has four bedrooms and on the back yard I see a few shacks containing scraps 

that may be converted into money. 

 

        
       

 

We leave and go to the next visit  
Sixteen people live here, which of eight children – all go 

to Hosanna 

There are several small buildings on the premises but 

only two with roof, in which the family members sleep. 

One of the buildings is a shack were half of the people 

sleep.  

The children’s parents are deceased (AIDS). 

All eight adults are relatives, and all are unemployed 

The only income is the child grant. 

The children take home food from Hosanna in the 

afternoon – if there are any leftovers.  

There is water on the premises and I see a latrine toilet 
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It’s time to leave and go the next family,  

which is home for seven people, the 

mother her brother and five children. The 

father is deceased. 

Two boys sleep in the shack. The mother 

and three girls sleep in the main building 

which is of good quality. The brother sleeps 

in a separate small building without 

windows. 

The family live from the child grant as the 

mother as well as the brother are 

unemployed.  

There is no water, but I see a latrine toilet 

in the corner of yard. 
         The shack where part of the family sleep 

       

Jorgen Runesson   
Utan ert stöd skulle barnen i dessa familjer lägga sig hungriga på kvällen. 

Utan ert stöd skulle dessa barn vara utan framtid. 


